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T ime was when the state 

in it3 infinite wisdom 
sent money to counties 
paying them, in effect, for 
every felon they set loose 
on the streets, on probati¬ 
on. The program provided in 
application a kind of in¬ 
centive to keep people out 
of the increasingly expens¬ 
ive penitentiaries and en¬ 
ough money, more or less, 
to cover the cost of watch¬ 
ing over the free lawbreak¬ 
ers. 

But over the years, a 
startling increase in crimes 
by repeat offenders suggest¬ 
ed to the lawmakers that the 
plan might not be working. 

This year, a new plan 
went into effect. It prov¬ 
ides state grants paid dir¬ 
ectly into county treasuries 
and gives the county super¬ 
visors the power to determ¬ 
ine how it will best be ex¬ 
pended to manage, at county 
level, the state's probation 
(See PROBATION, Page 2) 


ANGRY VOICES AT LONE PINE POLICE ISSUE A HOT ONE. Story on Page 10 
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Probation Officer John Lee 
"...clearly under the gun." 


PROBATION, Continued 

programs. The new policy also places in the 
hands of local officials a certain amount of 
power - indirect power to be sure - to set 
local policy on "hard-line" or "liberal-line" 
approaches to the questions of who stays in 
jail and who walks the streets. The supervis¬ 
ors, for instance, could grant funds to its 
own county probation department, or to priv¬ 
ate agencies dealing with re¬ 
habilitation. Conceivably, the 
funding could be given the ag¬ 
ency which most closely foll¬ 
ows the wishes of the supervi¬ 
sors. 

Two such agencies, each 
of them proven effective in 
dealing with a great, number of 
troubled kids and adults, came 
before the county's Criminal 
Justice Advisory Group which 
met this week at Independence. 

Each was acutely aware that on¬ 
ly a certain number of dollars 
are available and for these 
they must convincingly compete 
against the county's own proba¬ 
tion department. And it was on this point that 
Chet Erskine of New Horizons and Bob Harke of 
Boys' Ranch of the Pacific (now Christ's Cha¬ 
pel) clashed head-on with John Lee, the head 
of that department. 

Aside from purely financial considera¬ 
tions, the question arose naturally: \1hat to 
do with Inyo's criminals? There are as many 
views and theories offered in answer to that 
question as there are inmates at the Indepen¬ 
dence jail. The answers contradict and coll¬ 
ide. 

This year. Probation Officer Lee must 
justify $71,000 of state funding. As County 
Administrator John K. Smith, who is also the 
chairman of the advisory group, put it: "He 
is being challenged to provide a program. 

They have kind of laid it on Lee. 

"The general attitude of the group ap¬ 
pears to be that they want better supervis¬ 
ion of the probationers. It has been alleged 
that they have not been properly supervised, 
and the committee wants a guarantee of super¬ 
vision." 

The committee's ideas are not to be ig¬ 
nored. The committee reports to the supervis¬ 
ors and makes recommendations; the supervis¬ 
ors hold the purse strings over any program 
that Lee proposes. The committee, after hear¬ 
ing I*ee and the "private enterprise" agenc¬ 
ies, will draft its recommendations sometime 
this week for study by the supervisors. Smith 
and the committee "have heard the views from 
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all," but if any have made up their minds, he 
was not saying. 

The money at stake was formerly turned 
over to Lee as a probation subsidy to do with 
more or less what he wished, but now he must 
compete with the private agencies which, if 
they meet state standards, can share in it if 
the board approves. 

The district attorney says he thinks the 
funding should go to the probat¬ 
ion department, but then, as a 
HH .partisan observer, he has ideas 
of his own as to its use. Pre¬ 
dictably, DA "Buck" Gibbons be¬ 
lieves the Inyo courts are unac¬ 
ceptably lenient on criminals. 

J"Probation is too freely granted 
and once it is granted, there is 
too little control. The priorit¬ 
ies haven't been met. 

"Close to 95% of the cases 
that probation recommends, the 
judge accepts. But intensive sup¬ 
ervision of the probationers does 
not exist." Gibbons recommends 
that two deputy probation offic¬ 
ers be assigned to in-the-field 
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supervision "a hundred percent of the time." 

As it presently stands, the department 
allocates only about of its man-hours to 
the actual dealing with and keeping tabs on its 
miscreant charges. Lee would like to increase 
that time, maybe up to 60 percent, "shifting 
emphasis from office time to community case¬ 
load." The public, of course, wants the proba¬ 
tioners watched every minute. 

But there again, "probation" and lenien¬ 
cy depends usually on whether you are the vic¬ 
tim of crime, or a member of the criminal's 
family. From each side comes pressure o the 
county's criminal justice system. 

Harke had a view on it: "The consensus 
is that the probation program has been a dis¬ 
aster for the past several years. The Bishop 
pjolice chief is begging Lee to visit the pro¬ 
bationers." 

Another member of the advisory committee 
is Sheriff Floyd Barton, a hard-liner on crime 
and criminals. His own deputies last year is¬ 
sued a public statement attacking the county's 
criminal justice system and its probation pol¬ 
icies. Lee, facing Committeeman Barton, was 
clearly under the gun. "What I want to know," 
said Barton, "is what the probation depart¬ 
ment will do with third-time offenders?" 

Deputy Probation Officer Jim Roberts 
offered the answer: "They're too high a comm¬ 
unity risk," he said. "We would set new crit¬ 
eria for them." 

The sheriff smiled. "I just wanted to 
hear you say that," he said. With the commit¬ 
tee stacked with a sheriff and a D.4., a pro¬ 
bation man might have to knuckle under to get 
funding. The new system clearly puts the rein 
in the hands of the county powers. 

New Horizons • Director Erskine gave his 
pitch. The new system at least puts govern¬ 
ment agencies in competition with "free enter¬ 
prise" and may yet prove who can do the best 
job for the least amount of tax money. Erskine 
proposes a program for misdemeanor offenders 
with drug and alcohol-related problems - "a 
plan to kick the habit and get to work so they 
are not dead weight on the county. It would 
free-up the time for the probation workers to 
(PROBATION Continued on Page U) 



















denotes from b.k.«« 

DOCTORS DO IT; LAWYERS DO IT; 
bureaucrats do it; teen-agers 
do it; little clubby cliques do 
it; newspaper people do it - 
and., Heaven forbid!, police of¬ 
ficers do it; which is to say 
we all do it - band together in 
.little groupies, always very 
exclusive, very self-important, 
very self-sympathetic, and very 
convinced that everybody else 
out there is not only a little 
less important than we, but al¬ 
so maybe just a tiny bit inferior somehow. And 
then every now and then these cliques have a 
way of colliding - usually after one or the ot¬ 
her has begun some sort of self-righteous cru¬ 
sade in the name of justice, or, worse still, 
piety. The mess at Lone Fine is a result of 
some of this thinking, and if there was alreacfy- 
a polarization of cultures - kids vs. cops - 
it looks now like itfe going to get a lot worse 
if everybody automatically adopts a lynch-mob 
attitude and goes on a let 's-hang-all-the-cops 
kick. Since the 60's and the hate-authority, 
do-your-own-thing-whatever-it-is psychology 
set in, the cops have been under the gun. They 
are jeered at, despised, joked about, told-off 
by everybody from the street brats up to and 
including the supreme court. They are routine¬ 
ly referred to - still - as pigs. And every id¬ 
iot with a gun assumes them to be fair game 
while the courts sit by and turn every addict 
and strong-arm type loose on the streets. Law¬ 
lessness rules the land from ’'Washington dovm. 
And some of the most outspoken critics of the 
police, if not the most outspoken critics, are 
themselves day-by-day lawbreakers. So accust¬ 
omed are they to the use and purchase of narc¬ 
otics they think nothing of it, assuming it to 
be a natural right. Kids drink - and buy - al¬ 
cohol with impunity when even one in 10 adults 
can’t handle the stuff. The cops, trained in 
less Tree-wheeling ways and bound by public 
pressure to be perfect angels, must watch all 
this happen. And everybody has a different id¬ 
ea as to which laws should be enforced and 
which should be overlooked. And moms and dads 
are not always the best examples for the young 
people, tending, as they do, to cheat here and 
there on a tax, go home drunk after a party, 
fight and swear a lot - and then raise hell a- 
bout "crime in the streets." They can’t have it 
both ways. And all our little cliques, the lib¬ 
erals, the conservatives, the these and the 
those , the us and the them , talk a lot about 
"alienation." The fact is, under the heavens, 
there is only all of us, oops and kids included. 
People will respect cops that keep the peace; 
sops will respect kids that are not breaking 
the law. 

IT WASN’T INTENDED THAT WAY, but when we ran a 
story about the Lone Pine incident last week, 
our Lone Pine circulation increased there by 
(would you believe?!) seven-plus percent! Well, 
folks, we appreciate the support, and Lord 
knows we need it - but where were you while we 
have been running all those less sensational, 
but far, far, more important stories? 

•JHWt- 

ANOTHER CLUBBY GROUP - THE FEMINISTS. A female 
journalist, Helen Lawrenson - former reporter, 
author of three books presently writing a 
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fourth - says the women's movement is a "Pho¬ 
ny, non-issue." She supports certain aspects 
of the movement like property rights, equal 
pay, free abortions, but she says she sees no 
need to "wage a sex war" to get things done. 
Amen. Lawrenson attributes most of -the hulla¬ 
balloo to what she defines as "white, middle- 
class, elitest intellectual women" who she 
sees as "far removed from the average working 
woman." 

•SSHt 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Lynn and Murray 
Clay. (Pe's the son of Jack Clay, the tax as¬ 
sessor, she, the daughter of Judge Verne Sum- 
mers). Friendly types. They're expecting - in 
Marcho 

-5BBr 

ADD VPP's: Rich Haering. For years he owned 
the big Texaco station at Lone Fine, then he 
took off for the orient, and returned to buy 
another station at Bishop - the ?6 on the 
highway north out of Bishop. Lots of smile, 
and, tetter still, lots of service there. 

AND STILL MORE VPP'S: Connie Rossi and hus¬ 
band Lou up for a visit from San Diego and 
listening to her dad, old what’s-his-name, 
that pianist at the club . And still another 
VPP, in spite of the fact he's a brown-belt 
karate type: Ron Wilcox. Ron's trying to set 
up some serious karate classes hereabouts if 
he can tear himself away from the Mammoth ski 
slopes this winter. 

*** 

ELLEN STERN HARRIS, packing with her the not- 
insubstantial weight of Beverly Hills, has 
launched an all-fronts attack on the Metrop¬ 
olitan Water District, and called for a thor¬ 
ough grand jury investigation into what she 
calls questionable election campaign tactics, 
file-shredding to cover all manner of quest¬ 
ionable activity, nepotism, etc. She's a mem¬ 
ber of the MiVD board of directors, and says 
her fellow members abuse expense and travel 
expenses..•..Ellen...uh.. .’.'/lien you're finish¬ 
ed there.we'd, uh, like to call, your atten¬ 
tion to.. .'ill., .this little water company we 
seem to have up here...You know the one; it 
works hand—in-glove with your outfit. 

PART OF EVERYONE'S PROBLEMS THESE DAYS SEEMS 
to be with the english language. ',Te 've spent 
a few of the past days looking into a Bur¬ 
eau of Land Management lino: "inventorying 
and studying" land to be made wilderness. 

Now to me, "inventorying" means a kind of tak¬ 
ing stock; "studying," means observing and 
finding out about this or that. But then that 
is english, more or less. But in dealing with 
bureaucrats, one must learn a ufaole new lang¬ 
uage and expect a lot of euphemisms. Judging 
by 3LM activities in recent months "invent¬ 
orying and studying" translates out as "mov¬ 
ing in on your land, finding some technical¬ 
ity in which you have overlooked a regulat¬ 
ion or so (our regulation), and kicking you 
out - at gun-point if need be. No matter if 
you have a legitimate claim on it." Just 
wanted to set the record straight, folks. 

BUT MAY THE NEWS 
every day... 


IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, 
- Since/^ly, , 
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PROBATION, Continued 

do a better job." 

And Harke had a proposal, complicated by 
the fact that he is unlicensed. It appears - 
again - that government needs all the forms at 
least, if not the realities. Harke has been 
working with youth, more or less successfully, 
at his "ranch" at Lone ^ine — but regulations 
and his religious category may make licensing 
a problem. The county administrator said aft¬ 
er the meeting that Harke would be seriously 
considered for part of the probation program, 
that "he could participate if he can qualify. 
The religious part could be overcome." 

Both Harke and Erskine - and, later, the 
county administrator - agree that "probation" 
as such can only deal with the symptoms of the 
social malaise, rarely touching on its causes. 
And it is not that ^*ee and his workers are un¬ 
aware of that problem. Lee devotes a great deal 
of his time, even his personal time, to prob¬ 
lems arising among his charges, particularly 
among the young. But he too is faced with mon¬ 
ey and manpower problems, as always. 

The treatment center advocates insist 
with a great deal of observable evidence to 
support their claim that before "probation" 
can work, alcohol and narcotics, and the soc¬ 
ial and psychological conditions prompting 
their use, must be dealt with. Erskine told 


News Briefs 

BISHOP'S PARKING ISSUE NARROWS 
TO A VOTE; GLIUDEN GETS BACK ON 
THE BALLOT; THE BLM FINDS A 
VACUUM AND GALLOPING APATHY 

T^ARKENG ON BISHOP'S MAEN STREET is 
1—“'probably in its last days. One of 
J_ the town’s more appropriately- 
, ^ named planning commissioners - Joe Bi- 
, j shop - calls Bishop "the most danger¬ 
ous place in the world." Well, maybe; 

; but almost everyone would certainly ag¬ 
ree with him on another point: it has 
one of the most exasperating traffic 
hang-ups anywhere. At a public sess¬ 
ion before the 3ishop City Council 
this week, some figures were brought 
forth by local Caltrans officials who 
had apparently been doing impress- 
si ve homework on the problem. For In¬ 
stance: the rate of travel through the 
town is up 16% over last year and is 
expected to go higher - a lot higher. 
Good news for the business people, all 
those estimates - but only if the pot¬ 
ential customers can find a place to 
park. Caltrans Bob Watkins said Bish¬ 
op can also expect "slower traffic, 
more congestion - and more accidents." 

Aie trend is definitely moving 
in that direction; in 1976, six fatal 
accidents occurred near Bishop; in '.77 
there were lb; and, this year, already 
lli with months to go. Skiing has a lot 
to do with it in wet years or dry. In 
1965, Mammoth Mountain sold 229,000 
lift tickets, and in the past season, 
well over a million. 

Facts and figures notwithstand¬ 
ing, at least one local businessman 
voiced the case against parking rest¬ 
rictions. Ban Schat said of the city 
council: "If they remove the parking, they 
should provide alternative parking spaces." 

And how would they do that? Schat suggests to 
the council that the counoilmen could "reloc¬ 
ate Bishop Volkswagen and make a parking lot 
there. The owner is willing." Just where the 
car company would go was unclear, however. 

Schat also suggested that red curbs on Main 

(See NEWS BREEFS on Page 9) 


the advisors that "about 90)2" of crime is al¬ 
cohol- or drug-related. "I have counted about 
a hundred overdose cases at Northern Inyo Hos¬ 
pital," he testified. 

So as the week got underway, the advis¬ 
ory committee had much to ponder. The counties 
now apparently have more control over probat¬ 
ion funding - but also a responsibility to set 
the pattern for results; some decisions they 
must make will not come easy. 

The probation officer, Lee, whose own 
ideas are supported by Superior Judge Verne 
Summers and Justice Court Judge Don Chapman, 
maintains that he "stands by his methods. 

"They are done," he says, "in clear con¬ 
science. Probation is a neutral body. We app¬ 
roach each individual case with a neutral at¬ 
titude. We do not grant probation; the court 
does. We put dcrwn what we see." 

As for the district attorney'3 hard line, 
Lee says "I respect Buck's opinion. That's his 
philosophy; we can't all think alike." 
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On our new bright screen... —^ 

stf & & QQ0 

WOM\t, 
TONIGHT! 


Sept. 13-16 


r 


'HOUSE CALLS’ 
and 

'GRAND THEFT AUTO’ 


Sept. 17-19 

"COMA" and "VOYAGE OF THE DAMNED" 



ism 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 
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IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 
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gourmet foods ♦ fine wines 


unique addition inside 
tenor Market houses the 
largest wine cellar in 
Inyo County . The "Wine Barrel" 
offers California r s finest wines 
and the great imports - France, It - 
ly y Portugal, Germany, many others. 
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R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
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real estate • „• 

Best buys: 

1 . INDEPENDENCE: 3-bedrocm, large fenced 
yard on corner, with patio and fire¬ 
place. $39,000. 

2. LONE PINE: Large home with svacious, 
vark-like grounds. $115,000. 

3. OLANCHA: Ideal truck-stop location, 

40 acres. Nice heme. Beer bar and shop. 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 


ALL MEN'S, WOMEN'S, CHILDREN'S DOWN OR POLYESTER VESTS 


»% ON ODDS-AND-ENDS STYLES AND SIZES IN BOOTS AND SHOES 
FOR EVERYONE (THE WHOLE FAMILY) ! 


Oct. 1 


No exchanges, 

No returns. 


ALL SALES FINAL 



’ ’W^CTC £vertf @UdtQtHe% 

“Sccomed a 'pxic*td" 

SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LONE PINE, CALIF. 93545 

876-4371 


PAT ROBERTS 


Gntuijc. 

TBrzm^l 


m 


REALTOR' 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
' LONE PINE REALTY 
res. (714) 876-4442 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 






























































































Empty chairs at a Bureau of Land Management public hearing 
...a brightly flaring issue that may have burned to an ember 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Street could advise the 
travelers: "Don't stop, 
pass on through. 1 ’ 

All protests con¬ 
sidered, the council ac¬ 
ted, more or less, on 
the issue. The members 
voted 3-2 to remove 
parking - but it was a 
straw vote to determine 
where the council stood. 

They'H talk it all over 
again at another meeting 
on September 25* 

ROGER GIIDDEN, the third 
district's disputed sup¬ 
ervisorial candidate, 
was exultant. An appellate court at San Bern¬ 
ardino had ruled that Glidden, after all, will 
share the ballot with Moe Jacobson in a three- 
way race with Incumbent Wilma Math. Jacobson 
has been working with the Forest Service and 
when the decision cane in he was reportedly 
"high up on a mountain somewhere" and unavail¬ 
able for comment. They had tied for the bal¬ 
lot spot against Muth. Ms. Jacobson opined 
that her husband may take the case to still 
another higher court. " ri e believes in his ef¬ 
fort to get the tie broken," she said. Glid¬ 
den was holding back no comments. Calling 
newsmen who he thought might not have heard 
of his victory, he took the opportunity to 
make a statement: "It looks even better for 
me than before. I'm picking up support daily. 
*eople want a change and a person with exper¬ 
ience in that office. I think Muth is beat¬ 
able even with all three of us on the bal l ot. 

1 only need to take about 80 votes from her 
to turn this around. I've had some Muth sup¬ 
porters who've come to me since the election, 
and they said they wish they'd voted for me. 

A lot of people came to me and asked that I 
appeal the first court decision; I appealed 
it because I didn't want to let my supporters 
down." Did Moe have any answer to that? Not 
yet; he was still in the backcountiy ’’and 
will get the news on a radio he has with him." 
Moe's is not a two-way set. 


BUREAUCRACY MOVES SURPRISINGLY FAST when it 
can find a pocket of public apathy; with no 
opposition, it has a way of moving in quickly 
to gather whatever new powers it can. And so 
it may be in the "wilderness" issue which for 
awhile flared brightly in southern Inyo but 
which now, judging by public interest, may 
have burned to a mere ember. Fewer than Uo 
people "wandered in and out" as the Bureau of 
Land Management held another of its ritualiz¬ 
ed "public hearings" last week. Of the 1*0, at 
least a half-dozen were ELM people who clear¬ 
ly had a firm control on proceedings. They 
waited patiently for an enthusiastic public 
to fire questions at them, aware that in the 
southern parts of the county a growing pub¬ 
lic hostility has engendered petitions bear¬ 
ing nearly 2000 names, all in protest of the 
BUI wilderness "inventory" now underway. A 
few turned up, worried mostly about the fact 
that the federal rangers are now packing side- 
arms. To their questions came a less-than- 
satisfying answer: "The organic act section 
303" brought into force the training of BLM 
rangers as law enforcement officers. But one 
at least may cariy some weight with the 


bureaucrats; that of a county supervisor, 
Richard McDonald who, in his district, has 
risen to a surprising popularity among his 
constituents. McDonald has said he thinks the 
bureau is not listening to the "input" that 
is brought before it in protest. McDonald 
presented the gathered federal cops with a 
resolution he easily gained from the board of 
supervisors who expressed a demand that the 
county government be made a part of BLM's de¬ 
cision-making processes in Inyo. The resolu¬ 
tion also included a reminder that mining and 
recreation are two essential land uses in In¬ 
yo as established by a general plan. McDonald 
got virtually no response from the officials 
present, but was perfunctorily told that his 
resolution "would be forwarded to the area 
director." McDonald told newsmen that he has 
not yet given up and that he will continue to 
work with people in the area 0 One newsman 
present, the news service's Frank Bums, could 
find little to photograph at the ill-attended 
session. B e settled on empty chairs as a sub¬ 
ject; they, perhaps best of all, told the 
story of a galloping apathy. 


CALTRANS IS NOT ABOUT TO GO IT ALONE in fenc¬ 
ing some 300,000 feet (more than 50 miles) 
of rl i ghway 395 between Lone Pine and the 
little community of Dunmovin. But the board 
of supervisors has passed a resolution call¬ 
ing for fencing along that dangerous stretch 
("most" dangerous in Inyo County) of highway 
that so far has claimed a number of victims 
and untold property damage thanks to roaming 
cattle. Supervisor McDonald says that some¬ 
one besides the ranchers should fence the 
property due to obvious prohibitive costs. 

^ut Caltrans Director Bob Watkins says he 
thinks the cattlemen should pay 0 "If fencing 
were to go up, we would still need access 
control because livestock can wander out of a 
gate and be on the road. We haven't consider¬ 
ed a fencing program, and I don't think we 
will consider ito" Who then might underwrite 
a fence? •‘he supervisors have their eye on 
the owner of most of the property: the Dep¬ 
artment of Water and Power which leases to 
the cattlemen. 


ANIMAL TROUBLES OF ANOTHER KIND ABOUND (and 
also wander on roadways) in another part of 
Inyo. A National Park Service census reveals 
that Death Valley’Tias 151*3 wild burros vir¬ 
tually on a rampage through the delicate ec¬ 
osystem of the valley area. They call it a 
"heavy impact," and can do little about it, 

(NEWS BRIERS continued. Page 13) 
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"We should form a citizens ' grievance 
mittee.. .We’ve all got problems..." 


com- 


Lively 

concerned 

citizen' 


",. .but we've got to organic 
and put it together..." 


Along with the anguish 
and anger there arose 
also the occasional 
voice of reason and 
humor. Vital and eag¬ 
er to be heard was 
this young woman, 
Brenda Yother, whose 
animated outbursts 
drew smiles and good- 
natured applause. Her 
photogenic liveliness 
caught the eye of the 
photographer for this 
interesting sequence. 

I 


"... We 're dealing with poli¬ 
ticians, so BE politicians.." 


"...or you won't get any¬ 
thing. " 


At Lone Pine a minor police incident turns into 
a full-blown community issue... 


(Photos by 
John Heston) 


Word of the as-yet-unproven police "beating" at the Robert Mojarro home on Lone Pine Ave¬ 
nue spread across town like a dust storm off Owens Lake, increasing in fury and detail as 
it went. Within hours posters went up to advertise a "town meeting." The call for commun¬ 
ity action was timed to tempers,! and scores of the angry and the curious turned up at the 
Lone Pine Town Hall on Friday night to air long-suppressed grievances. 



Surprised at the turnout he got, "Chairman" Robert Frickle hesitantly calls for comments 
"...to direct our energy into positive, constructive ideas to improve relations..." 
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Robert Frickle 
"chairman" 


phere of general hostility and incipient rev¬ 
olt, brought more than 200 people clamoring 
into the Lone fine Town Hall where for well 
over two hours the Inyo County Sheriff’s De¬ 
partment in general and two of its members in 
particular were roundly drubbed by a tedious¬ 
ly ongoing chain of tes- - — —, 

timonial abuse. 

Underlying it all 
was a lynch-mob urge that 
was barely concealed,but 
- to the credit of "self- 
appointed chairman" (his 
words ) Frickle, it was 
kept under control. Off 
in the sidelines were at 
least three of Inyo's top 
elected officials, the 
district attorney and two 
supervisors who earlier 
in the day had quickly 


"EVERYBODY HAD BEEN TALKING-UP" THE POLICE INCIDENT OF A FEW DAYS 
BEFORE AND THE MOOD OF THE TOWN WAS PERFECT FOR A "TOWN MEETING" 

THAT WAS SPARKED BY THE TALK DOWN AT FRICKLE'S HEALTH FOOD STORE 

In A COMMUNITY OF CONTHASTINO CULTURES, AND OF POLARIZED ATTITUDES where 
authority is both unctiously adored and chillingly reviled, it was 
-Lbound to happen: a bitter clash between that authority and its unlov¬ 
ing public. Following the "beating," "hand-cuffing" and "macing" of a 
group of partying teen-agers by two of Inyo's deputy sheriffs a few days 

_ before, it was practically no troublo at all for the owner of the local 

health food store to rouse interest - a great deal of it - in a "town 
meetingo" Shouting is not the style of Lone ,, , , , 

line's Robert Frickle, but his dulcet com- forbidden attendance pending completion of an 
plaints about the police, uttered in an atmos- attorney general's investigation into the in¬ 
cident involving the teen-ager3. They would 
have been received in any case with a great 
deal of hostility. If the testimonials against 
them were to be believed - and a lot of those 
present were eagerly wanting to believe them - 
Gonzales and George would have been humble 
l ions thrown to roaring Christians. 

In spite of the clamor 
of complaints, the meeting 
was not without its more in¬ 
trospective elements bring¬ 
ing forth a considerable a- 
mount of community self-ex¬ 
amination. The issue of the 
town kids "having nothing 
to do" (besides, it is pre¬ 
sumed, drink, smoke pot and 
raise hell at Diaz Lake) was 
brought up more than once. 
And there was a laudable ab¬ 
sence of shout-downs when 
the occasional voice of rea¬ 
son broke through the sometimes overly-emot¬ 
ional parade of testimonies. If, as many be¬ 
lieved, the meeting was a "good representat¬ 
ion" of the town of Lone Pine, it was then a 
town deeply troubled and sincerely though 
sometimes awkwardly looking for some kind of 
resolution of the differences between itself 
and its law enforcement. Present, but unheard 
throughout the meeting, were some of the kids 
involved in the incident that sparked the 
meeting, and their families. But many others 
were less reticent; For some of their views 
on Lone Pine and Its cops, turn the page. 

I- * _* * * * Me 

;-- * 



D.A. Gibbons and Supervisor Johnson 
"...silent but watchful observers" 


sensed there might be something afoot worth 
looking into. Through the meeting they all, 
DoA. "Buck" Gibbons and Supervisors Richard 
McDonald and Johnny Johnson, remained silent 
but watchful observers. 

Conspicuously absent was any represent¬ 
ative of the law enforcement agency in ques¬ 
tion: Sheriff Floyd Barton had patiently ex¬ 
plained to the crcvrd's leadership that more 
than 21* hours' notice would .have been requir¬ 
ed to enable him to cancel or forego a prior 
commitment at Mammoth Lakes. The officers in 
question, Tom Gonzales and Clyde George, were 








1 • V". -■'-T* 7 '. -J 


is * 






a m 


...but the 
sheriff and his 
men are bound 
to silence 

Following the incid¬ 
ent at Lone Pine in which 
two officers were accused 
of rough-handling several 
teen-agers, Sheriff Floyd 
Barton wanted an "outside" 
investigation. He quickly 
called in an investigator from the California Department of Justice and then stepped back to 
"let the chips fall where they may." As expected, the attorney general's man rightly demand¬ 
ed - and got - a promise of absolute silence on the parts of all concerned. He also paid a 
visit to the NEWS-LETTER office, along with the district attorney, to secure a copy of last 
week’s edition in which the alleged ’’beating" incident was reported. 

But Floyd Barton, pressed for a defense of his officers, allowed at least a few words 
for publication. He said among other things that after their "regular days off" and since the 
release of one officer from the hospital, that the two men had temporarily been reassigned to 
duty at Independence, pending outcome of the investigation. As for Lone Pine’s "town meet- 

(See SHERIFF on next page) 


■ | 


Sheriff Barton, and Deputies George and Gonzales at work 
".-..then there will be the other side of the story." 
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Town meeting participant Eudora Bolling 

"How many guns pulled cm students?" 

MORE THAN 200 LONE PINE RESIDENTS ATTENDED 
THE HASTILY CALLED TOWN MEETING; A REPORTER 
ASKED FOR A SHOW OF HANDS IN THE ISSUE 

S AID ROBERT FRECKLE, the "self-appointed 
chairman of the meeting at ^one Fine, "I 
' would like for us to direct our energy 
into positive, constructive ideas to improve 
relations with the sheriff's men and highway 
patrolmen." On the hand-lettered signs that 
had gone up on local bulletin boards in prev¬ 
ious hours "highway traffic" and highway 
"danger" had been included, but the issues, 
if any, with the highway patrol were quickly 
lost in -the outcry about the sheriff's off¬ 
ice. At the outset Frickle also suggested 
that "incidents pending" (i.e., the alleged 
"beating" incident) would not be discussed, 
pending, it was presumed, the outcome of the 
official investigation. But "incidents pend¬ 
ing" remained no less in the minds of all who 
were there. 

Frickle asked for speakers, for "anyone 
with anything to say." Hiere was a brief hes¬ 
itancy, but finally one rose, then another. 
Reported here, in part, were the statements 
and feelings of many who stood up, sometimes 
reluctantly, sometimes angrily: 

Terry Marshall: "The problem with the 
deputies in this area is that they Lack res¬ 
pect as servants. Lack respect of privacies 
in the way they do their job. There should 
be, 11 he said, "common sense in enforcing law3. 
"Guns have been pulled on kids." 
Frickle: "It's the sheriff's responsib¬ 
ility to see that these individuals, the dep- 
uties, are aware of the feelings of the peo¬ 
ple in the community. 

"There is praise, too...but a man in 
uniform has no justification to approach an¬ 
other man and tell him to be quiet. It should 


not end here. We need to find out 
where to take our complaints." 

Elaine McRoberts: "The deput¬ 
ies don't have enough to do, so they 
harrass the young people...and the 
young people have nothing to do but 
drink." 

Martha Mill s : "They arrested ny 
son. Didn't tell him why. They beat 
him up. It's not up to the deputies 
to mete out justice; isn't that up to 
the judge?" 

Ms. Harold Carrasco: "tty son was 
picked up at Diaz Lake, threatened ty 
Gonzales on the way to jail. He was 
allowed no phone call. It was his first 
offense. They harrassed him, ransack¬ 
ed his car. I think it was illegal." 

Elizabeth Carrasco: "I've been 
here 60 years...have great-grandchil- 
dreno Every time I've called the off¬ 
icers they've been right there. There's always 
two or three rotten apples in every barrel. We 
had better get rid of them." 

Ladena Adkins: "The kids have no place 
to go...Give the kids some place to go and they 
won't have problems." Ms. Adkins also suggest¬ 
ed a recall election against Barton, but to 
that there was no response. 

G3.adys Miller: "Where do you file com¬ 
plaints? They should be filed at the sub-sta¬ 
tion...It's the sheriff's business to ask. He 
should know about complaints..." 

Eudora Bolling: "How many of you know a>- 
bout guns being pulled on students?" (Four in 
the audience raised their hands.) "Ity son was 
accused of robbing Diaz Lake. They wouldn't 
let us see him. A bond of $2,000 on him. We 
don't have that kind of money. They hand-cuf¬ 
fed him to the patrol car, and did what they 
wanted. was later released and told he was 
not guilty." Asked -which deputies arrested her 
son, she replied "Gonzales and George." 

George Sellberg: "Get someone herefrom 
the sheriff's office...1've been thrown down 
and abused. What we need to do is have a meet¬ 
ing with the sheriff's people. The trouble is, 
they're afraid to come and see us." 

And on through the evening, so it went. 
A committee was formed; its members drafted 
the letter to the sheriff. With a tentative 
plan for another meeting, probably late this 
week, Friday night's session ended. 

A reporter, seeking some clear view of 
the majority opinion, asked for a show of 
hands. How many people present felt that they 
had a legitimate complaint about Inyo County 
law enforcement? Fifty-eight hands went up. 
How many, on the other hand, believed that 
Inyo had generally good law enforcement? On¬ 
ly 18 hands were raised. As the new week op¬ 
ened, two new officers cruised Lone Pine; 
they may have harbored a few doubts. 


SHERIFF, Continued 

ing," he said, "I'll meet with the people anytime, hut I'll need a reasonable amount of not¬ 
ice. " (It was known that Barton had a previous engagement at Mammoth on the night of last 
week'8 meeting) As for the case itself, he said "I gave my word to the investigator that I 
would say nothing," and on the meeting he said, "I think the meeting was poovly timed in view 
of the investigation. I'm sure the problems with the people there can\be resolved." did he 
have any view, "any feeling," at all about the complaints against Gonzales and George? In an¬ 
swer Barton spoke with a calm assurance: "Everybody will have their day. When the investiga¬ 
tion comes out, then there will be the other side of the story." 

Meanwhile, Barton was visited at his office early this week by an appointed delegation 
from a committee formed at the meeting. He was handed a letter drafted by the committee. For 
the letter's content, see HEWS-LETTER'S "FORUM" page. 
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~NEWS-LETTER welcomes lettera and comment relevant to public 
issues. The editors will publish thone considered time- '"' A 
ly and with viewpoints concisely stated. Most likely 
to be published are those of 200 words or lean. Letters or statements should 
bo addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind their readers 
that publication of a letter does not in any way imply that the editors agree with its view. 

WHO PAID LAUREN ELDER'S 
MEDICAL BILLS? 

To the NEWS-LETTER: 

As a follow-up to the Lauren Elder story 
I thought this might interest you. (An unsign¬ 
ed letter received by Author Elder after the 
filming of her story at Independence.) 

- Bert Node11a 
Producer, 

C-JL Productions 
Hollywood 

Lauren Elder: 

The taxpayers hope you make onough from 
your movie to repay Medi-Cal for your 
medical care. Can you think of any good 
reason why we should pay your medical 
bills? 


...and Elder ’s reply: 

Dear Antagonist: 

I'm sorry you feel so defensive about 
this project. Your anger is misplaced. I paid 
ray local bill and several thousand dollars' 
worth of subsequent bills myself. 

I hope you read my book. I believe you 
will find it quite impartial. 

It is negative attitudes such as yours 
which created problems to begin with. 

- Sj ncerely, 

Lauren Elder 

(Editors’ note: The elder book, "And I 
Alone Survived, " deals with her plane 
crash near Independence. It created a lo¬ 
cal controversy by its implication that 
the injuredsurvivor had difficulty in get¬ 
ting medical help here. The author has had 
numerous other problems - and similar let¬ 
ters - since the controversy arose. Accord¬ 
ing to the best sources available, Ms. Eld¬ 
er has personally paid all medical obliga¬ 
tions arising out of the treatment for her 
injuries.) 

THE LONE PINE CITIZENS' COMMITTEE 
LETTER TO FLOYD BARTON 

Inyo County Sheriff and Inyo Board of Supervi¬ 
sors. (Copy to media) 

Gentlemen: 

This letter concerns the meeting held at 
the ^one Pine Town Hall last night, September 
8, 1978, regarding "police action" and the 
public opinion of past and recent police act¬ 
ion in our area. 

During this meeting it was agreed upon 
by those present to organize a committee to 
consolidate and represent the opinions ex¬ 
pressed by the public. Please consider this 
letter as a representation of those present 
and their concern over what we feel unaccept¬ 
able police action. 

The main topic of discussion among over 
200 Lone Pine and Inyo County citizens revolv¬ 
ed around two Inyo County deputies. These two 
were named as Deputy Clyde George and Deputy 
Tom Gonzaleso 


Public opinion at this meeting was sol¬ 
idly against the manner in which Deputies 
Clyde George and Tom Gonzales carry out their 
duties as our law enforcement agents. We thare- 
fore request that these two deputies, Clyde 
George and Tom Gonzales, be suspended from du¬ 
ty and or transferred as soon as feasible fran 
our area. 

If this cannot be done at this time, 
perhaps these two deputies could be placed on 
vacation until this matter is cleared up and 
or any pending legal action against Deputies 
Clyde George and Tom Gonzales are concluded. 

We, the public, do not feel we need two 
such, in our opinion, strong-arm-tactic offi¬ 
cers in our area. PLease consider this re¬ 
quest seriously as we are most concerned ov¬ 
er this matter 0 We are sure that with proper 
consideration you will understand our views 
on this matter. And that we will be able to 
work together for a better community and bet¬ 
ter understanding between the public and our 
elected officials and their officers. 

- Respectfully, 

Terryl Marshall, Brenda Yother, Mtinie Bran- 
nigan, Robbye Carrasco, Harold E. Carrasco, 
Mary L. Oviatt, Patsy J. Bracken, Elaine 
McRoberts, Sherrill Hanson, Pat Roberts. 


DON'T WASTE YOUR TIME - OR OURS 

The NEWS-LETTER FORUM editors read the 
mail from bottom up. If there is no sig¬ 
nature, the letter goes into the waste¬ 
basket unread. The FORUM page will pub¬ 
lish Tetters with "name witheld on re¬ 
quest," but these must be accompanied 
by the name and address of the writer. 
The editors feel that anything worth 
saying - or reading - is worth getting 
"up front" for, although in some cases 
anonymity may be necessary - and is as¬ 
sured - so long as we know the source. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

thanks mostly to public attitudes toward the 
burros. The Park Service set up an adopt—a— 
burro plan some months ago; it didn't work 
very well. Then there was a plan to simply 
shoot the burros before other wildlife and 
most plant life was done in. That met with a 
lot of public outrage. The burros and the 
park service are now at a Mexican stand-off 
so to speak. "People think they're cute, 
and, face it, they are," said one official. 

A HELMET may have prevented the critical in¬ 
juries to a Bishop motorcyclist who was 
rushed to Washoe Medical Center in critical 
condition. Earl Wilson, 25, went out of con¬ 
trol (as evidenced by skid marks) on Big 
Pine's Canal Road. National statistics show 
that head injuries like his have increased 
in state's that have revoked - or, like Cal¬ 
ifornia, never had - a "helmet law." Wilson 
underwent surgery wherein doctors hoped to 
save his life by relieving pressure on his 
brain. 

























Tennis: Inyo's latest 
health-fun fad 
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The fact that the "season" is over seems to 
bother no one; tennis is tne "in" thing, its grow¬ 
ing popularity increased by books, movies, health 
faddists - and a number of popular tennis heroes on 
the pro circuits. 

No longer a "rich man's game," it has become, 
like skiing, a pastime of all. Blue collars change 
at every opportunity into their 
"tennis whites" and head for 
nearest court. And of those, m 
has many, several of them recent- 
ly resurfaced and now ready for 
good play. One dealer in equip¬ 
ment, Bishop's Chuck Gillem, says 
his sales are up 25% in only two fq 
months. Racquets range in price 
from a modest $7.44 to a pro's jy 
figure of $120. 

Says Sue Conn, organizer of 
Bisnop's eighth annual tourna- h 
ment: "Once the fever bites you, 
you can't quit." The tournament 
gets underway this weekend with 
well over a hundred entries from 
many miles away. 

Why all the sudden inter¬ 
est in a sport that's been around 
for years? Says Gillem: "They're 
tired of the world and turning to 
themselves to improve and control 
their own lives. 

And what happened to jog- 
ing? It's still there, too. 




Chuck Gillem has a 
•good racquet going.. 




Tennis purists shun pre-strung rac¬ 
quets. Only two valley shops offer 
the exacting service: The Bike and 
Sport Shoppe and the Outdoorsman. 
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